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Period for" Rep" A ' UNG D * rE of ttte communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " 11 

' SI JJn SSS w2 iS tha " ,hirty (30) days ' a re P'y """n minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 November 2001 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3M Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims . 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) |3 Claim(s) M3 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) E] The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
WM The drawing(s) filed on 20 November 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or bM objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 US.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) KI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)KlAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachments) 

1) E3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Q lnterview Summafy {pTCM1 pap£jr 

2 U Not,ce of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTC-li^T 

3) l*J Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 3. 6) Q Other 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Comment on Submissions 

1. The examiner acknowledges consideration of European search report EP 01 12 7732 
disclosed as relating to a counterpart foreign application. 

Drawings 

2. Figures 1-2 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art-- because only that 
which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed drawing correction or corrected 
drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a) and 1.84(o). The blocks in the 
figures, particularly Figures 2, 3, 6 and 9-12, are required to be labeled with descriptive legends. 
Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
On page 8, line 13, "the" should be deleted. 

On page 25, "abarcode" should be ~a barcode--. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

5. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Objections 

6. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1, line 1 1, a -to- should be inserted between "coupled" and "each". 
Appropriate correction is required. 
Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 1-13 are allowed. 
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8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

Regarding independent claim 1, the prior art does not disclose or fairly suggest a network 
system for radiographing radiation images including at least a plurality of image reading 
apparatus and a plurality of controllers to register discrimination information and display a 
radiation image for confirmation; and further wherein the reading apparatus reads discrimination 
information recorded on a radiation storing sheet so as to transmit the image data to a specified 
controller. 

The examiner notes that while network systems for radiographing radiation imaging 
systems are known in the prior art (see for example Buytaert 6,359,628 Bl), such systems do 
not specifically disclose or fairly suggest an arrangement wherein radiation image reading 
apparatus (2) and controllers (1) are arranged so as to read discrimination information and 
transmit image data to a specified controller (the arrangement suggests that, even if networked to 
other workstations, each reading apparatus is identified with a specific controller. The examiner 
further notes that Striebel - EP 0 905 637 Al, (identified as an X references in European search 
report EP 01 12 7732), does not suggest the recited system because there is no suggestion that 
any reading apparatus (assumed to be inherent aspects of either the recording apparatus (1-4) or 
the controllers (5-8)) can transmit images to a specified controller on the basis of discrimination 
information recorded on the storing sheet. The examiner notes that Striebel merely seems to 
show an expanded arrangement similar to that of Buytaert wherein the controllers and reading 
apparatus are specific to each other. The examiner further notes that while workstation (1 1) can 
allow for images to be sent to specified locations, such workstation are not the type of controllers 
as recited according to the present invention. 

The remaining claims are allowable on the basis of their dependency. 
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Conclusion 



prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



10. This application is in condition for allowance except for the formal matters noted 
according to paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 6. 



Quayle, 1935 CD. 11,453 O.G.213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this letter. 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert J. Gagliardi whose telephone number is (703) 305-0417. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David P. Porta can be reached on (703) 308-4852. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9318 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9319 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 



disclosure. 



Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 




Albert J. Gagliardi 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2878 
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July 22, 2003 



